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~ Mr. Albrechtõs  

    Challenge ~  
 

    Last spring, in an effort 

to stimulate Annual Giv-

ing, Gary Albrecht created 

a rather painless way for 

the Alumni to raise 

$100,000 for the school. 

For each Alumnus donat-

ing $1,000 or more to the 

Annual Fund, he would 

match that donation one-to-one, up to $100,000. Since this 

challenge came relatively late in that fiscal year, not every-

one had the opportunity to participate. Mr. Albrecht then 

graciously extended his challenge into the next year. 
 

     This was a great opportunity for us as Alumni, follow-

ing the example of other great benefactors like the Knox 

family, Jimmy Patino, Malcolm Chace, J.P. Mills, and  the 

Bakers, to make a huge impact on our current students at a 

pivotal time in the schoolôs history.  
 

In the fall we asked parents, grandparents, trustees, and 

friends of the school to join in at this level to show their 

support for Mr. Albrechtôs challenge, the Alumni who had 

given, and of course for the students of Aiken Prep. 
 

     Many thanks to Mr. Albrecht for leading this challenge. 

And many thanks to all who are stepping up. 

 

2007 & 2008 

$1000 and Up 

Alumni Givers 
 

Julian Peabody ó28 

David Camden ó42 

H. Gates Lloyd ô42 

Ernst J. Mahler ó42 

Jaime Ortiz-Patino ô44  

Betsy Post Miller ô48 

Landon Thomas ó48 

Pat Woods ó48 

Frederic Mosher ó51 

Tommy Hitchcock ó53 

Joshua Taylor ô53 

Mike Flinn ô55 

David Schiff ó50 

Bill E. Bradshaw ó58 

Francis Jenkins ó58 

John B. Slidell ó58 

Stew Maurice ó58 

Scott Lacher ó59 

James P. Mills, Jr. ô60   

Dennison A. Royal ô60     

Charles I. Small ô61    

Ken McKellar ô62   

Thomas E. Ewing ô63 

Isabel Ewing Jewell ô64  

Calvert W. Huffines ô64  

Howard W. Sharpe ô64  

George P. Buck ô69 

Rob Harrington ó70 

Niles A. Borop ô71 

Charles S. Bostwick  ô71         

John C. Buck ó71 

Connie D. Young ó73 

John Mayo ó74 

Jack Ledbetter ó75 

Doug Heyl ó76 

Colgate W. Darden ô77 

Ralph W. Martin ô79  

Thomas B. Farmer ó85 

Bauer Vaughters  ó85 

Denning Robinson ô92 

Casey L. Young ô92 

 

Parents, Faculty,  

Grandparents, 

Trustees, and 

Friends of the School  
 

Debbie Boehner          

David & Shirley Brumbalow         

Pat Callen         

Cot & Anne Campbell         

Sarah Cleator 

Charles & Julie Coleman         

Greg & Stefanie Eaves         

Harold & Lucille Enloe 

Pam & Gary Fischbach         

Robert & Loretta Giancroce         

Leon & Beth Green  

Bob Harrington 

Richard & Zoom Heaton 

Carl & Ginger Henson 

Erin & Karl Hirschhorn         

John & Norma Jett         

Alan E. Kerry 

Ken & Lisa Kirschner         

Bill & Aneice Lassiter 

Ron & Patsy Lewellyn         

Kathy & Ivan Lewis         

Radm. & Mrs. Lewis  

Gayle Loveland         

Charles & Vickie Major         

Ralph & Mary Ann Manton         

Chuck & Martha Martin         

Tony & Mary Ann Maxted         

Amy & Nini Patheja         

Pete & Karen Peters 

Tom & Susan Prestwood         

Leland Reynolds  

Pete Rowe 

Emma Risley  

Scott Schereschewsky  

Gunta & Yu Semba 

Heidi & Davor Sklizovic         

Karen Smith 

Herb & Nancy Stumberg         

John & Paige Tiffany         

Anthony & Catherine Toomer         

Ken & Donna Wilson         

Pam & Neil Winter  

 



 

 

 From kindergartenéé    

     é..to middle schoolé. 

                 é...to high schoolé                    

                                    éand beyond, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Aiken Prep has a tradition of caring 

and discovering and nurturing the 

best in each child.  From these roots 

come our future.  
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      s I write this to you, it is Spring Break at APS.  The Masters is play-

ing in Augusta. Our students and faculty are off ñplayingò and enjoying 

a bit of time with their families.  Aiken is at its peak of beauty, with its 

wisteria, azaleas, dogwood, camellias, and more.  New buds and blos-

soms are everywhere, baby birds are hatching; there are new beginnings 

in so many ways.   

 

In fact, I have just come inside from tending to my own yard and gar-

den, and I find this a perfect time and spirit in which to write to you. 

 

When I think of springtime and ñnew beginningsò relative to Aiken 

Prep, I canôt help but think about the many ways I see them unfolding 

right before my eyes, almost on a daily basis, all year óround.   

 

There are the 4K students just beginning their educational experience.  

Every day is incredibly, joyfully, new to them.  And our teachers tap 

into that energy in such creative, encouraging ways to keep and grow 

their enthusiasm for a lifetime of learning. 

 

At the other end of the spectrum, our graduating seniors are being won-

derfully prepared for some of the greatest new beginnings in their lives 

ï entrance into some of the finest universities and higher-education op-

portunities in our country and beyond. 

 

All of our students at every level are helped to blossom under the skill-

ful care and nurturing of our phenomenal faculty and staff.  These dedi-

cated professionals are constantly finding new ways to impart knowl-

edge ï customized for each individual student and learning style, and 

every student family situation.   

 

Aiken Prep students are provided with rare opportunities for success in 

a myriad of ways ï from sports to academics to artistic expression.  

A Deborah Taussig-Boehner 

Head-of-School 

April 10, 2008 

New Beginnings... 
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Equally important, they are given the opportunity to fail ï 

in a supportive, safe environment.  This may sound like an 

odd thing to take pride in by a Head of School, but we all 

know we can learn more from our failures than most of our 

successes.  And, as an alum, you personally know the tre-

mendous emphasis we have always placed on sportsman-

ship, courage, commitment, challenge, and teamwork ï  

perhaps even more than training to be ñthe best.ò  

 

I see new beginnings in my own children who have grown 

up here in the fertile ground of Aiken Prep ï a talented art-

ist, a world traveler and entrepreneur, a college physics ma-

jor, and an extraordinary 9th grader -- who already cele-

brates the traditions of our school as much as those who 

have gone before her. 

 

I look at the wonderful old magnolias and pine trees that 

shade our campus and I am reminded of the remarkable tra-

ditions and past of this fine school, which are still budding 

and sprouting new life, year after year.  While we are con-

stantly growing and evolving to meet the needs of today's 

students, we hold fast to the values of and honor the past.   

 

In the face of todayôs technologically driven world, with 

childhood innocence on the line and global competitiveness 

a requirement for our nationôs very survival, I continue to 

celebrate the careful, individual attention and sense of re-

sponsibility bestowed upon every one of our students.  APS 

is a fresh breath of spring in a world that needs all the 

beauty it can get. 

 

Aiken Prep is new beginnings from deep, historic roots.  

And, here, they blossom and bloom all through the year.  It 

is a privilege to help grow this garden. 
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 The Road to the Naval Academy 
 

 
       Will McMurtrie, a senior at Aiken Prep School, recently received an appointment to the US Naval Academy.   
 

       Will started his journey on the road to the Naval Academy in October 2006.  His guidance counselor, Susie Player, recommended 

he attend Academy Day, a program sponsored by Senator Lindsay Graham.  Representatives from each of the service academies pre-

sented information about their respective academy, helping students learn about the many opportunities available to them.  After lis-

tening to all of the speakers, Will felt compelled to learn more about the Naval Academy.  The USNA representative encouraged him 

to apply for Summer Seminar, a week-long program designed to help young men and women learn more about the Academy first 

hand.  After attending the Summer Seminar, Will decided to apply for admission to the Academy. 

       One crucial step in the admission process was to secure a nomination from a member of Congress.  Will applied for nominations 

from Senator Graham, Senator Jim DeMint, and Representative Gresham Barrett.  The process for each congressman was different, 

but they each included an application, an essay, letters of recommendation, an interview, and academic information.  Will was de-

lighted to learn that he received nominations from all three sources to which he had applied. 

              During the fall months, Will learned that he qualified academically and medically for the Academy, but still knew he was compet-

ing amongst the nationôs best and most highly-motivated students.  When he learned he had secured a nomination, his chances in-

creased tremendously.  However, it was not until he passed the physical fitness test and received the letter guaranteeing him an ap-

pointment that he was able to relax. 

                Will has attended Aiken Prep since 2nd grade.  He gives much of the credit for his success to the quality education and the per-

sonal attention he received from the teachers at Aiken Prep.  Additionally, being in a small school has given him many opportunities to 

develop as a leader and to participate in athletics.  His guidance counselor, Susie Player, has given him (and all the other high school 

students) personal attention throughout high school, leading him to programs that suited his interests and abilities. 

               Will plays four varsity sports at Aiken Prep.  He was the captain of this yearôs soccer and basketball teams, and is currently playing 

baseball and golf.  He is the president of the Student Council, a member of the National Honor Society and Beta Club, and is active in 

his church youth group at Cedar Creek Church.  Will was also accepted to the Engineering programs at Clemson, Georgia Tech, Vir-

ginia Tech, and Auburn.  He plans to study Aerospace Engineering at the Naval Academy and hopes to pursue piloting as a career. 

      Will was inspired by his many family members who have served in the armed forces before him.  His father served six years in the 

Navy on submarines.  His uncle retired last May after 30 years in the Navy.  His maternal grandfather served in the Air Force, and his 

paternal grandfather was in the Army.  His great-grandfather was also in the Army and served at Normandy.  Will hopes to continue 

his familyôs legacy of service to this great country. 

      Will is scheduled to report for duty on July 2, 2008.  He will complete the Plebe Summer program before beginning academic 

studies in August.  
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Uncle Ted McMurtrie ó68 ship. 

News conference announcing Willôs nomination:     Speaking is Willôs Green & Gold officer, Dave Smith (his Annapolis liaison). 
 

Perhaps Will might command his own 

ship as did his uncle, Ted McMurtrieó68.  

Ted commanded the USS Carney, a  

guided missile destroyer in the 90ôs. 



 

 

 

 Seniors
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This yearôs group of seniors is most impressive.  

The variety and range of interests and talents is quite 

remarkable. Each has a unique story; each brings 

something special to this class.      
 

TGôs love of horses, along with all those years of showing, has 

landed her a position on the Univ. of South Carolina Equestrian 

Team. After 14 years at APS, she has amassed a fine academic and 

athletic record which has earned her $48,000 in scholarships. 
 

Chase also has landed an athletic scholarship worth almost $20,000. 

His is for golf at Anderson Univ. in northwestern South Carolina. 

Once again a life time of hard work has paid off, and he can follow 

his dream. He will study Business and Computer Science.  

 

Artie  came to APS five years ago 

from France. He fit in from day one 

and has made quite a mark at Aiken 

Prep. He has been a standout on the 

soccer and tennis teams. This year 

he is very likely to break the Sports 

Day high jump record of 5ô 7ôô - a 

record untouched for the past 40 years. He plans on attending the 

College of Charleston where he wants to study Graphic Design.   
 

Danielle has for years impressed everyone with 

her drive. Whether it be band, volleyball, or bas-

ketball and her uncanny ability to sink those three 

pointers, she is relentless. She is also academically 

driven. She has for years carried an excessive load 

so she could graduate a year early. This gal has an 

awful lot of energy contained in her diminutive 

size. She will major in Hospitality Management at 

Georgia State University next year. 

Back row: Will McMurtrie ~ John Loveland ~ Chase Epting ~ Donald Shaffer ~ Tim Major ~ John Lewis   

Front: Arthur Giraud ~ Danielle Gregory ~ Rainer Neely ~ Erv Moeckel ~ Ben Spurrier ~ Tara Gail Bostwick                 

John Loveland has always provided comic relief for this class. 

From his selections for the Declamation Contest 

to his daily antics, his effervescence radiates as he 

whisks into a room. If you were lucky enough to 

see him in Mash, you will realize he is quite tal-

ented and we canôt wait to see where he goes with 

it. To this end he will attend DeSales University 

in the fall, to study Film Production. 

 

Donald also wants to pursue a career in entertainment. Even 

though Donald is quite the pitcher and very solid at first base, he 

sees himself in the management end of sports and entertainment. 

He is a professional wrestling aficionado and has been fortunate 

enough to see fellow APS alum - Paul White, The Big Show - at 

some recent events. Donald will be in Columbia next year at USC 

with almost $30K in academically related scholarships. 
 

Tim enjoys going to wrestling with Donald. But 

like some wrestlers, if you just look at him, you 

would not begin to realize his athletic talent. Put 

him on a soccer field, basketball court, or base-

ball diamond and his demeanor transforms be-

fore you. This soft spoken young man has quite a 

sense of humor and has really come into himself 

this past year. Like Donald, he has qualified for  

scholarships worth $30,000 but will attend USC rival - Clemson! 
 

Rainer, another natural athlete, spends his ñdownò time playing 

Halo 3. This is quite in contrast with his intended college - The 

Citadel. There he will be confident with the knowledge that he 

will have no free time.  Rainer, the consummate gentleman, 

played brilliantly on the soccer team this year and was quite a 

force on the basketball and baseball teams. Rainer intends to ma-

jor in Business Management next fall. 

 



 

 

 

 

Scholarships Offered 
 

USC Equestrian Scholarship 

LIFE Scholarship 

Anderson Univ. Golf Scholarship 

HOPE Scholarship 

HOPE Scholarship 

HOPE Scholarship 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

Coca Cola Independent Scholarship 

Georgia Tech Scholar 

UC San Diego Regents Scholarship 

National Merit Finalist  

Robert C. Byrd Scholarship 

Virginia Tech Scholarship   

Charleston Southern Univ. 

Texas A&M Scholarship 

WSRC Family Scholarships 

Clemson Univ. Presidential 

Anderson Univ. Scholarship 

Univ. of Oklahoma Scholarship 

Univ. of Texas Scholarship 

LIFE Scholarship 

Univ. of Arizona Excellence Award 

US Naval Academy Appointment  

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

ROTC Scholarship at Georgia Tech 

Auburn University Scholarship 

Georgia Tech Scholarship 

Southern Wesleyan Univ. Scholarship 

Anderson University Scholarship 

Charleston Southern Univ. 

Clemson University Scholarship 

LIFE Scholarship 

USC University Scholars Award 

National Reining Horse Association  

 

  Amounts    
 

$28,000 

$20,000  

$16,000  

$2,800 

$2,800 

$2,800 

$34,000 

$10,000 

 $5,000 

$8,000 

$3,000 

$6,000 

$7,000 

$44,000 

$36,000 

$3,000 

$12,000 

$27,750 

$47,580 

$101,240 

$20,000 

$12,000 

$285,000 

$34,000 

$113,750 

$44,144 

$35,300 

$30,000 

$25,750 

$44,000 

$6,000 

$20,000 

$8,000 

$350 

 

 

Erv , also Citadel bound, just exudes 

spirit and has quite a sense of humor. 

Erv was a basketball and baseball 

standout and excels in computer 

technology. He intends to study 

Criminal Justice with an emphasis 

on the technical (computer related)  

aspects of the field. 
  
Ben, with his busy schedule, has managed to obtain a 

world ranking in Reining, play on the soccer team for 

the past five years, and has started a breeding and 

training program for his reining and cutting horses. He 

intends to continue these programs and study business 

management at Aiken Tech next year. 
 

John Lewis started Aiken Prep in 4k. He has played 

alto sax in the band for years and played on the soccer 

and tennis teams. But he is most known for his aca-

demic excellence. Colleges and universities are delug-

ing John with scholarships in an effort to entice him to 

attend their institutions. John gets e-mails every day 

with new offers.  John has been offered in excess of 

$300,000 in scholarships. This amount increases al-

most daily. What great reinforcement that must be for 

studying hard and following through all those years!  
 

Another long-term student, Will , has been with Aiken 

Prep for eleven years. Like his uncle, father, and 

grandfather, he is headed for the military. A true 

scholar/athlete, Will earned top academic honors, 

played in the band for five years, and lettered in three 

(sometimes four) sports each year. Will truly took ad-

vantage of everything Aiken Prep had to offerï small 

classes, no-cut athletic teams, innumerable chances for 

leadership development, and intensive faculty involve-

ment, all-pervasive at Aiken Prep. Will chose to do it 

all, and he was rewarded with three nominations to the 

US Naval Academy. His four years at Annapolis are 

worth $280,000. Quite a return on his APS education!  
 

 

 

 

From Hope, to Life, to Athletic,  

to full  and half tuitions,  

our twelve graduates  

have been offered in excess of 

$1,095,000 in scholarships. 
  

 

 

 

  

This is a tremendous amount of money!  

If you ever have doubts about what  

a small school can do,  

wonder no longer.  

Aiken Tech 

Auburn University (2)  

Anderson University 

University of Arizona 

The Citadel (2) 

Clemson University (2) 

Clemson Honors College 

Columbia College (2) 

Coastal Carolina  

College of Charleston 

DeSales University 

North Greenville Univ. 

Francis Marion University  

Georgia Southern  

Georgia State University 

Georgia Tech (2) 

Stanford 

UCLA  

U. Cal. - San Diego 

USC - Aiken (2) 

USC Columbia (2) 

US Naval Academy 

Virginia Tech (2) 

Winthrop University (3)  

 

 

College Acceptances 



 

 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

~ Ben Spurrier ó08 ~  
Ranked 5th in the U.S. and 10th in the World  

Reined Cow Horse  
 

In December Ben was featured in Aiken Horse for his climb to national prominence. In 2005, when Ben was 15, he placed 8th in the nation 

at the World Championships. He rode his mare, Lady Lena, in the Youth Reined Cowhorse division.  Then in 2006, Ben won the Georgia 

Reined Cowhorse Association Championship again with Lady Lena. In 2007 they won the Dixie Reining Horse Association Reserve Rein-

ing Championship. In all of his competitions Ben also competed with his other horse, NSync. 
 

"Lady Lena is elegant. She has big time (sliding) stops, and works cows technically correct. But I have to ride 

better on her to score high. She doesn't let you make mistakes. NSync is flashier and more athletic. This past 

year he's become a big time show horse, even scoring higher than Lena in reined cowhorse. He still needs to 

mature a bit in reining, but with his quick feet, I think he could be a super cutting horse someday."  
 

Reined cowhorse competition is a mixture of cutting and reining. Riders first follow a reining pattern and then work with the cattle. Ben is 

working to become proficient in three disciplines: reining, reining cowhorse, and cutting. The three corresponding associations he rides 

under are the NRHA, NRCHA, and the NCHA. Ben has been training in Waynesboro, GA  under the American Quarterhorse Assoc. Horse-

man of the Century: Dale Wilkinson. Dale is the only person to be in both the NRHA and NCHA Hall of Fame. 
 

Ben and his father have started a breeding program at their farm in New Holland. His young horses have been bred with all three of his dis-

ciplines in mind. After school Ben goes home to train his horses. He is working on an upcoming reining horse - Peppy, One to Shine - a 

young reining cowhorse, and Smoke who looks like he will be a cutting horse. Ben does all this while practicing with Lady Lena and 

NSync, playing on the APS soccer team, and of course somehow keeping up with his schoolwork. Ben recently qualified to go to the 2008 

NRCHA Championships in Stephenville, Texas with both Lady Lena and NSync.  
 

Ben has big time aspirations for the future. After graduation he will work on a college degree and pursue a career as a professional eques-

trian competitor. Ben has finished in the top ten in the World for the Youth in reined cow horse, which emphasizes versatility in both horse 

and rider. Ben has accomplished a lot in Reining with top regional rankings and was awarded a scholarship from the NRHA. Reining is 

slated to become an Olympic sport and Ben would like to represent the USA in the future. In addition to reining and reined cow horse, Ben 

has also accomplished a great deal in the cutting field. This summer he is planning on working more in cutting and making a run at the Na-

tional Cutting Horse Association (NCHA) championships.  
 

Ben will continue to compete in all three events as a non-pro and youth this year. He will work on training his own horses and hopes their 

progress will allow him to enter the professional ranks. The future looks bright for this soon-to-be Aiken Prep graduate.  

 
Aiken Prep Senior Chase Epting   

Signs to Play Golf with the Anderson University Trojans 
 

From the time he could walk, Chase Epting has spent his life on the golf course. 

He is a ñscratchò (1.3 handicap) golfer, ranked 43rd in South Carolina for juniors, 

and is starting his college career with a golf scholarship!  At Anderson, Chase will 

be one of nine players continually vying for a spot in matches which use five-man 

teams. The Trojans lose five seniors this year, so Chase hopes to get lots of play-

ing time next Fall. At APS Chase has maintained a 3.6 GPA and played soccer, 

baseball, and bicycle polo. Chase ultimately would love to join the PGA tour.  

 

 

David Hogan (Chaseõs mentor), Danny & Jan Epting, Mrs. Boehner 
(sitting) Chase, and Athletic Director - Buddy May  

 

 

Achievements 
 

SCISA All Region Golf Team 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008  

SCISA All State Team 2007  

High School Sports Report Player of the Year SCISA Class A 
 

2007-2008 Tournament results 
 

1st Placeéé. SCISA High School Regional: Newberry CC  

1st Class Aé. SCISA High School State Tournament: Orangeburg CC 

Qualified 4th...SCGA Junior Championship Qualifying Tournament 

Missed Cut é.Annual SCGA Junior Championship  

1st Placeéé..Jane Marville WNC Junior Championship: Maggie Valley CC  

1st Placeéé..Rob Perry Invitational: 1st Day Cedar Creek Plantation  

                                                               2nd Day Augusta Country Club  

1st Placeéé. Houndslake Junior Club Championship  

3rd Placeéé Tommy Cuthbert All Stars Championship: Seabrook Plantation  

  



 

 

 

 

 

John began APS in kindergarten. Who would have known he would end up  a 

National Merit Finalist /Stanford bound/ pre-med in bio-medical engineering! 

One look at his medal-laden blazer and you realize he has won just about 

every academic award Aiken Prep has to offer. John is on the varsity tennis 

team and had several good years as a fullback on the soccer team.  
 

Located in Palo Alto, California, Stanford University is one of the world's 

leading research and teaching institutions. John was able to spend three weeks 

at Stanford last summer in the Bioscience Education Program for Gifted Youth 

(EPGY).  Stanford invited John to apply because of his excellent SAT scores.  

John was one of 200 students chosen nationwide to participate in this program. 

 

This was a great chance for John to see Stanford and become involved in his area of interest - Bioscience 

and Technology.  John would like to focus on bioengineering with a specialty in cell and tissue engineer-

ing. His favorite activity was participating in clinical cases in medical physiology. In this setting students 

were presented with a patient whose chief complaint and past medical history were known. The challenge 

was to try to diagnose the problem and suggest treatment options. 
 

John reports that the group had some time to see the area including the campus,  San Francisco and  the 

local beaches. John had a great time on this trip and decided he would like to attend Stanford if accepted. 
 

Stanford was lucky to get John. Many universities around the country have offered him half and full schol-

arships to entice him to enroll. John has been offered in excess of $300,000 in scholarships! 

 

John Lewis ó08 
 

John has been chosen  

as a National Merit  

Scholarship Finalist. 

The selection of 8,200 

Merit Scholarship winners 

is underway nationally 

from a pool of 15,000 semi-finalists.  

 

Tara Gail Bostwick 
 

Years of hard work and determination have paid off for ñTGò. She  has signed a National Letter of In-

tent to the University of South Carolina Equestrian Team. The Gamecock Equestrians are the defend-

ing NCAA National Champions, National Champions in 2005 and boast 3 Hunt Seat National Titles. 
 

The Bostwick family has a rich history in equine competitive sports and TG is carrying the banner for-

ward. TG is the daughter of Charlie and Tara Bostwick and is a third generation equestrian. Her grand-

father G.H. ñPeteò Bostwick was a world renowned gentleman jockey, race horse trainer, and polo 

player. Her father Charlie, a former 6-goal player, is president of Aiken Polo Club and continues to 

play polo today. Her mother Tara competed for many years at the highest levels of the show jumping 

competition circuit. Her aunt, an ADS graduate, trains thoroughbred race horses.  
 

Her equestrian accolades include competing at the 2007 United States Equine Foundation National Medal Finals at the Pennsyl-

vania National Horse Show, and in the fall the 2007 ASPCA Maclay National Finals in Syracuse, New York. TG is currently 

standing 1st in zone 4 (the Southeastern U.S.) in the Large Junior Hunter 16/17 division on her horse Libertas and also 11th in the 

country on him as well. Tara Gail has trained with Daniel and Cathy Geitner at their DFG Stables since she was nine years old, 

and recently has had the opportunity to train with Ocala-based Don Stewart to fine-tune her equitation performances.  
 

Aiken Prep has a rich history of turning out gifted horsemen and women. The school was 

founded in 1916 by Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock and horsemanship has always been a key 

component of the Aiken Prep Experience. Students have gone on to become thoroughbred 

horse trainers, polo players, and competitors at the highest levels of show jumping and 

dressage. Aiken Prep continues to champion its varied equestrian population. Tara Gail  is 

one such example. Since 1st grade TGôs passion for the sport has been facilitated by Aiken 

Prepôs Distance Learning Program, and philosophy of developing ñThe Whole Childò.  

 

 

  


